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On August 9, 1993, Benita and I boarded a plane
in Chicago, along with our three young children,

with plans to devote 3 to 5 years to spreading the gospel in Brazil. We
underestimated the time period a bit! If the Lord allows us to finish this

week, we will complete our 20  year of life in Brazil. This seems like a good time to review a bit of
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what God has done during these years.

Unlimited Evangelistic Opportunities
Undoubtedly what has kept us here is the constant sense that we can be of more use to the Lord´s
kingdom here than we could be anywhere else. There is never a day that we wake to wonder if there
will be an opportunity to teach someone. I am not a good statistician, so I have long ago lost count
of how many millions of flyers, bulletins, tracts and books we have been blessed to help produce and
distribute. Nor can I begin to estimate how many people have visited our web site over the past 18
years, except to say that it currently gets about 20,000 visits a day. I don´t know how many

thousands have participated in public or
private studies we have been allowed to
teach, or even how many hundreds
have been immersed for the forgiveness
of their sins. I do know, however, that
lives have been transformed by the
gospel, churches have been established
throughout this huge country, and
many Brazilians are actively working to
teach the lost and build up their
brethren. 

To try to better serve the contacts that come to us from all over the country, I have traveled
extensively in the past several years. With lots of help from Brazilian and North American brethren,
I have been able to teach series of public studies in the Federal
District and 19 of Brazil´s 26 states, in several different cities
in some of those states. As will be mentioned below, churches
have been established in most of the states we have visited.

North American Coworkers
Over these 20 years, a number of other North American
Christians have moved to Brazil to spend a few years
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preaching. Gary Fisher, Joe Works, Allen Dvorak, Tim Richter, Greg Gravitt, Mike Bozeman and their
families have lived here for different periods of up to a total of 4 years. Greg Chandler spent a year
here. Carl Ballard came as a single man, married a Brazilian, moved back to the US for a while and
is now in Brazil again with his family. A number of others, from seasoned preachers to college
students, have made visits of a few weeks to a few months to help in the efforts to spread the gospel.
Most of the men who have lived here return periodically for brief preaching trips.

Churches in 2013
When we first arrived in Brazil, we had been invited to help some existing congregations that shared
convictions on some key points of doctrine and practice. Within the first few years, those churches
closed their doors to us. A couple of others learned of our work and asked for help, which led to
some significant changes in the direction of their teaching and practices, as well as providing
encouragement and additional servants to share in the work. Benita and I are in our 19  year of work
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with the church in Parque Santo Antônio, which has been instrumental in preparing and supporting
Brazilian preachers and in sending men out to other
places. The brethren at Parque have had an active role in
the start of several other congregations over nearly two
decades.

There are currently more than 30 congregations in 12
states in every region of Brazil where we have open doors
to preach, including at least 27 that we have helped start
at some point over the past 20 years. Those groups range
in size from 3 to about 100 members. About a third of
them have reached the point of helping in financial
support of preachers, as we encourage them to observe,
choose and support Brazilian men to preach. 

Teaching through Publications and Internet
From our early days of handing out hundreds of thousands of correspondence courses on the streets
of São Paulo, printed materials have been an important part of our efforts. We are so thankful for the
commitment of North American churches and individual Christians who have so generously provided
funds to print and mail bulletins, magazines, tracts, correspondence courses, books and Bibles to
tens of thousands of interested contacts. While those materials continue to be very helpful, that
aspect of the work is gradually reducing as the internet becomes a more efficient way to get the same
material to a greater number of people. In addition to written material, the internet also enables us
to work with audio and video messages which seem to be more effective as initial teaching methods
for many people. And to think that when we left the US in 1993, I had never even seen an e-mail
message! I am thankful for Karl Hennecke´s foresight in suggesting the site back about 1995, and
for his dedication in managing it ever since. He has undoubtedly contributed more effort to the work
we are involved in here than anybody else who has never lived in Brazil. In the past couple of years,
I have also been able to write a column twice a week  (without paying for the space) for a newspaper
that goes to about 40 small cities in Brazil´s southernmost state. The articles also get posted on their
website. We are truly blessed with so many opportunities!



Our Adopted Homeland
Even after we have lived here for nearly 20 years, someone occasionally asks if we plan to go back
home. Our reply is that we are home, and the only move we have any definite plans for is to our
eternal home! While we certainly cannot know the future, after rearing a family in Brazil, watching our
children marry Brazilians and have children of their own (our 8  grandchild is due in February, and
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all of them are Brazilians), and being blessed with so many opportunities to teach, I think it fair to say
that the term “permanent residents” can be properly applied to us. If the Lord grants a little more
than 13 more years, I may be able to write a report about half a
lifetime in Brazil (the children can do the math on that one).

Of the many blessings God has provided to enable me to preach
in Brazil, one of the greatest is Benita, who has been a faithful
wife, mother, grandmother and coworker. I am truly blessed with
a wife willing to adapt to living far from her extended family to
participate in these efforts and to support me in my work. This
week I celebrate 33 years of marriage to this gift from God.

In our early years here, due to the effort and costs of trips with
children, we returned to the US every three or four years. Since
we have been a couple again, we have returned together every
two years and have more recently added shorter solo trips in
the off years to spend some time with our respective parents.
Our current plan is to continue with this same travel schedule.
If the Lord wills, we will be in the US in late Summer and/or
early Fall of 2014. (Note: I had some computer problems and lost a number of e-mails in the past
few months, so I would appreciate it if churches that have contacted me about doing series of
lessons – gospel meetings, etc. – could get in touch with me again to confirm those plans. I don´t
want to mess up on our trip plans! Thanks).

Some of those who help in our support have begun contacting us about needs for 2014. Recent
increases in inflation here have been offset by a boost in the exchange rate for the dollar, so all we
are asking for the coming year, if it is possible, is to maintain current support levels. We are so
grateful to all those who watch out for us in this way.

We hope each of you will join us in prayers of thanksgiving for all the Lord has done and is doing in
Brazil. We are blessed to have a part in it, and blessed to have so many brethren who pray for us and
provide for our material needs to be able to serve here. Thank you, and thanks to our wonderful and
merciful God.

Contact information:
Dennis´ e-mail: dennis.g.allan@gmail.com 
Dennis´ Facebook:
www.facebook.com/dennis.allan.59 
Benita´s e-mail: hmjmom@yahoo.com 
Benita´s Facebook:
www.facebook.com/benita.allan (Will appear
as Benita Speer Allan on her profile)

Snail mail:
Dennis and Benita Allan
Rua João Antônio Braz, 824
Jardim Riviera
São Paulo - SP
04925-030     Brasil

Telephone: 55-11-5517-7962 (55 is country
code, 11 is area code)

What better way to symbolize our
time together as a couple? A picture
at the equator - divided between
northern and southern hemispheres!
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